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Friday, 22 May 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

With warm greetings and I hope you are coping well. 

As the coronavirus pandemic still a focus for us and for our world, this week the Church subduedly 

marks the 5th anniversary of Pope Francis’ social encyclical, Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common 

Home. In this landmark encyclical, the Holy Father calls the Church and the world to put our care to 

the urgency of our environmental challenges and to join him in embarking on making a difference to 

the future of our planet. Focused entirely on the Catholic Church’s teachings on the environment 

and human ecology, the encyclical has been written with both hope and resolve, looking to our 

common home with openness and humility.  

Among all the attachments in this week’s mail-out are a lovely Laudato Si’ Common Prayer and an 

article by Brian Roiwe capturing a 7-year-goal that each Catholic and parish community could do to 

create a more sustainable common home that is ours. I recall our Nazareth Social Justice Group 

putting together a proposal for the parish to live out Pope Francis’s invitation, but that plan has been 

interrupted by Covid-19. Anyway, while were are still in lockdown, I hope the article and the prayer 

will help us reflect further on the important issue that is close to the Pope’s heart. 

On another mater, the new Presbytery building is again progressing very well. Those who have 

driven pass would agree the house looks very nicely. I was able to step inside the house for the first 

time since the coronavirus lockdown for a quick inspection early last week. The completion is getting 

closer with the order for blinds has been in place. There are still tiling as well as flooring works to be 

done. Also, in order to obtain an occupancy permit at least the front garden has to be completed 

and fences installed. These are not included in the building contract and are the next steps we take. 

When I moved out of the old parish house in Grovedale, most of the belongings from that house 

have been kept in the garage where I am. I am beginning to look through these to determine which 

is still usable and worthy for the new house.  

If you happen to go for a drive or a walk, please go pass the new house to have a look. It’s a single-

story house with colorbond roof on the corner of Marine Drive and Rosser Boulevard, Torquay.  

Have a good week, 

 

Fr Linh  
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